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Assessment of the impact of offshore wind
power on fish and fisheries

Abstract

The development of offshore wind farm (OWF) is
an established energy policy of Taiwan, and is
promoted actively in recent. Although some OWF
projects have passed the EIA review, the possible
impacts of OWF construction on marine life and
fisheries are still brought to public attention. However,
some of these concerns are not supported by scientific
evidences. Therefore, this short article was aim to
explain some frequently arguments briefly. (1) Whether
the noise of construction piling and operation affect
fish, especially croakers; (2) Whether the
electromagnetic waves of the underwater cable
influence marine life; (3) Whether invasive species are
introduced when wind turbines are built; (4) Whether
large number of OWFs block ordinary fisheries; (5)
Whether the non-local fishermen who fish in OWF area
also need to be compensated; (6) Whether anti-scour
rock-throwing and buried cables impact benthic

organisms and meiofauna; (7) Whether the fisheries
resource deplete become faster, because of the fish
were gathering in the OWFs; (8) Whether the
establishment of OWF can turn sand/mud or soft
bottom ecosystem to be reef or hard bottom
ecosystem? (9) Whether the density of OWFs induces
cumulative effects; (10) Should we setup a control site
to clarify the impacts of OWF sites during monitoring
period?
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